NGOs - Geneva Support Group for the Protection and Promotion
of Human Rights in Western Sahara

(GSGPPHRWS)

Annual Meeting of Special Procedures

Exchange with Civil Society

Ensure full respect for human rights in the Non Self-Governing Territory of Western Sahara
and protect the Sahrawi political prisoners in the Moroccan jails

The GSGPPHRWS, counting 212 organisation-members around the world, congratulates the mandate
holders elected after June 2019 and calls on the attention of all Special procedures on the systematic
and serious violations of the fundamental freedoms and rights of the Sahrawi people due to the
prolonged illegal military occupation by the Kingdom of Morocco of a great part of the Non Self-
Governing Territory of Western Sahara.

In his last report to the UN Security Council', the UN Secretary-General, once more deplored the lack
of access to Western Sahara and stressed the concern of the OHCHR at the continued reported pattern
of restrictions on the rights to freedom of expression, peaceful assembly and association in Western
Sahara, as well as the reported forced displacement of human rights activists from their places of
residence. OHCHR received several communications from lawyers and/or family members of Sahrawi
prisoners, including the Gdeim Izik group of prisoners, alleging that several had been subjected to
torture, ill-treatment and medical neglect.

In adopting resolution 2494, last October, the UN Security Council again stressed the importance of
improving the human rights situation in Western Sahara and the Tindouf camps, and encouraged the
parties to work with the international community to develop and implement independent and credible
measures to ensure full respect for human rights, bearing in mind their relevant obligations under
international law.

In this respect, the GSGPPHRWS recalls that, last year, 33 people (Parliamentarians, lawyers,
journalists and human rights defenders) originating from 8 different countries were evicted from the
Occupied Western Sahara and deeply regrets the constant refusal by France — permanent member of
the Security Council — to include the monitoring of the Human Rights situation in the MINURSO
mandate. The GSGPPHRWS also recalls that Mrs. Claude Mangin, French spouse of Nadma Asfari
(condemned to 30 years imprisoned at the Gdeim Izik trial) was expelled once more on 8 July 2019 at
her arrival at Rabat airport, despite the Committee against Torture decision® of December 2016.

Despite the rulings of the Court of Justice of the European Union, the plundering of the natural
resources in the Non Self-Governing Territory of Western Sahara is a continuing process in the sole
interest of Moroccan (some of which belong to King Mohammed VI’s family) and foreigner (notably
European) companies in violation of the permanent sovereignty of the Saharawi people on their
resources.

18/2019/787 (October 2019)
2 CAT/C/59/D/606/2014



The GSGPPHRWS stresses again that any activity deployed by the Moroccan National Human Rights
Institution in the Occupied Territory of Western Sahara is illegal and invites all Special procedures to
refrain from dealing with this institution, in relation to the situation of human rights in Western
Sahara. The GSGPPHRWS further invites all Special procedures to develop a dialogue with the
Saharawi National Commission for Human Rights (CONASADH).

Similarly, the GSGPPHRWS denounces the presence of members in the Moroccan legislative bodies,
elected or nominated in representation of the Sahrawi people originating from the illegally annexed
Territory of Western Sahara.

The GSGPPHRWS also denounces the detention’s conditions of the Saharawi political prisoners (in
particular the members of the Gdeim Izik group and the members of the “students group”), held in
detention centres hundreds of kilometres far away from their native land and their families, often in
isolation and with insufficient health care. The GSGPPHRWS call the attention of all mandate holders
on the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention Opinions adopted last year.

In the context of the Covid-19, the GSGPPHRWS expresses its deep concern at the health situation of
all Saharawi political prisoners, detained in the Moroccan territory, those breaching the Fourth Geneva
Convention.

East of the Berm, the Saharawi people survive in the middle of a rocky desert, thanks to the Algerian
and the international support, waiting for a save return to their homeland in order to freely exercise
their inalienable right to self-determination and independence, in conformity with UN General
Assembly resolution 1514 (XV).

The GSGPPHRWS invites all Special procedures to strictly abide to the “Regulations governing the
status, basic rights and duties of experts on mission” when monitoring the human rights situation in
Western Sahara, in the framework of their respective mandate.

Geneva, 4™ June 2020

On behalf of the GSGPPHRWS, the coordinators:

Gianffanco Fattorini

Maipyf Representative at UNOG
Américan Association of Jurists (AAJ)
ujsahara@gmail.com fef-aaj@outlook.com

GSGPPHRWS’s members

Accion Solidaria Aragonesa (ASA), African Law Foundation (AFRILAW), Agrupacion Chilena de Ex Presos
poiticos, American Association of Jurists (AAJ), Amigos por un Sahara Libre, Arabako SEAD en Lagunen
Elkartea - Asociacion de Amigos y Amigas de la R.A.S.D. de Alava, ARCI Citta Visibili, A.R.S.P.S. - Rio de
Oro, Asociacion Amal Centro Andalucia, Asociacion Amal Nanclares, Asociacion Amigos del Pueblo Saharaui
del Campo de Gibraltar (FANDAS), Asociacion Amigos del Pueblo Saharaui de Toledo, Asociacion de Amistad
con el Pueblo Saharaui de Albacete, Asociacion de Apoyo al Pueblo Saharaui de Jaén, Asociaciéon ARDI
HURRA, Asociacién Asturiana de Solidaridad con el Pueblo Saharaui, Asociacion Canaria de Amistad con el
Pueblo Saharaui (ACAPS), Asociacion Chilena de Amistad con la Republica Arabe Saharaui Democratica,
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Asociacion de la Comunidad Saharaui en Argon (ACSA), Asociacion Cultural Peruano Saharaui, Asociacion de
Discapacitados Saharauis, Asociacion Ecuatoriana de Amistad con el Pueblo Saharaui (AEAPS), Asociacion
Espafiola para el Derecho Internacional de los Derechos Humanos (AEDIDH), Asociacion de Familiares de
Presos y Desaparecidos Saharauis (AFAPREDESA), Asociacion Hijas de Saguia y el Rio, Asociacién por la
Justicia y los Derechos Humanos, Asociacion de Médicos Saharaui en Espafia, Asociacion Mexicana de Amistad
con la Republica Arabe Saharaui A.C. (AMARAS), Asociacion Navarra de Amigos y Amigas de la R.A.S.D.
(ANARASD), Asociacion Navarra de Amigos y Amigas del Sahara (ANAS), Asociacion Panameiia Solidaria
con la Causa saharaui (APASOCASA), Asociacion Pro Derechos Humanos de Espafia (APDHE), Asociacion
Profesional de Abogados Saharauis en Espaiia (APRASE), Asociacion por la Proteccion de los Presos Saharaui
en las Carceles Marroqui, Asociacion Riojana de Amigos de la R.A.S.D., Asociacion Sahara Euskadi Vitoria,
Asociacion Sahara Gasteiz Vitoria, Asociacion Saharaui de Control de los Recursos naturales y la Proteccion del
Medio Ambiente, Asociacion Saharaui para la Proteccion y Difusion del Patrimonio cultural Saharaui,
Asociacion Saharaui contra la Tortura, Asociacion de Saharauis en Alicante, Asociacion de Saharauis en Avilla,
Asociacion de Saharauis en Bal, Asociacion de Saharauis en Fuerteventura, Asociacion de Saharauis en Jerez de
la Frontera, Asociacion de Saharauis en Lebrija, Asociacion de Saharauis en Navarra, Asociacion de Saharauis
en Tenerife, Asociacion de Saharauis en Valdepefias, Asociacion Tawasol Lludio, Asociacion Um Draiga de
Zaragoza, Asociacion Venezolana de Solidaridad con el Sahara (ASOVESSA), Asociacion de Victimas de
Minas (ASAVIM), Asociacion de Zamur Valencia, Associagdo Amigos e Solidaridade ao Povo Saharaui
(ASAHARA), Associacio d’Amics del Poble Sahraui de les Iles Balears, Association des Amis de la RASD
(France), Association de la Communauté Sahraouie en France, Association Culture Sahara, Association
culturelle Franco-Sahraouie, Association des Femmes Sahraouies en France, Association of Humanitarian
Lawyers, Association Mauritanienne pour la Promotion du Droit, Association Mauritanienne pour la
Transparence et le Développement — ATED, Association for the Monitoring of Resources and for the Protection
of the Environment in Western Sahara (AMRPENWS), Association Nationale des Echanges entre Jeunes
(ANEJ), Association pour un Référendum libre et régulier au Sahara occidental (ARSO), Association Sahraouie
des Victimes des Violations Graves des Droits de I’'Homme Commises par 1’Etat Marocain (ASVDH),
Association des Sahraouis de Bordeaux, Association de la vie maghrébine pour la solidarité et le développement
(AVMSD), Associazione bambini senza confini, Associazione Jaima Sahrawi per una soluzione giusta e non
violenta nel Sahara Occ., Associazione Nazionale di Solidarieta con il Popolo Saharaui, Australia Western
Sahara Association, Bentili Media Center, Bureau International pour le Respect des Droits Humains au Sahara
occidental (BIRDHSO), Campafia Saharaui para la sensibilisacion sobre el peligro de Minas (SCBL), Cantabria
por el Sahara, Central Unitaria de Trabajadores de Chile, Centro Brasileiro de Solidaridad con los Pueblos y
Lucha por la Paz, CEBRAPAZ, Centro de Documentacion en Derechos Humanos “Segundo Montes Mozo S.J.”
(CSMM), Centro Saharaui por la Salvaguardia de la Memoria, Colectivo Saharaui de Defensores de Derechos
Humanos (CODESA), Colectivo Saharaui en Estepona, Colectivo Saharaui en Gipuzkoa, Colectivo Saharaui en
Jaén, Colectivo Saharaui en Lanzarote, Comisiéon Ecuménica de Derechos Humanos de Ecuador (CEDHU),
Comision General Justicia y Paz, Comision Media Independientes, Comision Nacional de los Derechos
Humanos de la Republica Dominicana (CNDH-RD), Comision Nacional Saharaui por los Derechos Humanos
(CONASADH), Comité d’Action et de Réflexion pour I’ Avenir du Sahara Occidental, Comité de Apoyo por el
Plano de Paz y la Proteccion de los Recursos Naturales en el Sdhara Occidental, Comité Belge de soutien au
Peuple Sahraoui, Comité de Defensa del Derecho de Autodeterminacion (CODAPSO), Comité de Familiares de
los 15 Jovenes Secuestrados, Comité de Familiares de Martires y Desaparecidos, Comité de Familiares de los
Presos Politicos Saharauis, Comité de Jumelage et d'Echange Internationaux / Gonfreville 1'Orcher, Comité de
Proteccion de los Defensores Saharauis — Freedom Sun, Comité de Proteccion de los Recursos Naturales, Comité
Saharaui de Defensa de Derechos Humanos (Glaimim), Comité Saharaui de Defensa de Derechos Humanos
(Smara), Comité Saharaui de Defensa de Derechos Humanos (Zag), Comité Saharaui por el Monitereo de los
Derechos Humanos (Assa), Comité de Solidaridad Oscar Romero, Comité Suisse de soutien au Peuple Sahraoui,
Comité de Victimas de Agdaz y Magouna, Comunidad Saharaui en Aragéon, Comunidad Saharaui en Castilla y
Ledn, Comunidad Saharaui en Castilla la Mancha, Comunidad Saharaui en Catalunya, Comunidad Saharaui en
Grenada, Comunidad Saharaui en Las Palmas, Comunidad Saharaui en Murcia, Coordinadora Estatal de
Asociaciones Solidarias con el Sahara (CEAS — Sahara), Coordinadora de Gdeim Izik para un Movimiento
Pacifico, Coordinadora de los Graduados Saharauis Desempleados, Coordinadora d’Organizacions No-
Governamentals de Cooperacid al Desenvolupament (CONGDIB), Coordinadora de las ONGs en Aaiun,
Coordinadora Saharaui de Derechos Humanos de Tantan, DISABI Bizkaia, Emmaus Aland, Emmaus



Stockholm, Equipe Média, European Association of Lawyers for Democracy and World Human Rights (ELDH),
Federaci6 ACAPS de Catalunya, Federaci6 d’Associacions de Solidaritat amb el Poble Sahraui del Pais
Valencia, Federacion Andaluza de Asociaciones Solidarias con el Sahara (FANDAS), Federacion de
Asociaciones de Amigos del Pueblo Saharaui de Extremadura (FEDESAEX), Federacion de la Comunidad de
Madrid de Asociaciones Solidarias con el Sahara (FEMAS Sahara), Federacion Estatal de Instituciones
Solidarias con el Pueblo Saharaui (FEDISSAH), Fondation Frantz Fanon, Forum Futuro de la Mujer Saharaui,
Freiheit fiir die Westsahara e.V., Fundacion Constituyente XXI, Fundacion Mundubat, Fundacion Sahara Libre-
Venezuela, Fundacion Sahara occidental, Fundacion Latinoamericana por los Derechos Humanos y el Desarrollo
Social (Fundalatin), Giuristi Democratici, Global Aktion - People & Planet before profit, Groupe Non Violence
Active (NOVA SAHARA OCCIDENTAL), Grupo por la renuncia de la Nacionalidad Marroqui, Habitat
International Coalition, Housing and Land Rights Network, Ibsar Al Khair Association for the Disabled in
Western Sahara, Indian Council of South America (CISA), International Association of Democratic Lawyers
(IADL), International Educational Development, Inc., International Fellowship of Reconciliation (IFOR),
Liberation, Liga de Defensa de los Presos Politicos Saharaui, Liga de Deportistas Saharauis en Espafia, Liga de
Estudiantes Saharauis en Espafia, Liga de Mujeres Saharauis en Espaifia, Liga Nacional dos Direitos Humanos,
Liga de Periodistas Saharauis en Espafia, Liga Saharaui de defensa de Derechos Humanos y Proteccién de RW-
Bojador, Ligue des Jeunes et des Etudiants Sahraouis en France, Ligue pour la Protection des Prisonniers
Sahraouis dans les prisons marocaines (LPPS), Mouvement contre le racisme et pour I’amitié¢ entre les peuples
(MRAP), National Television Team, Nigerian Movement for the Liberation of Western Sahara, Norwegian
Support Committee for Western Sahara, Observatoire des Médias Saharaouis pour documenter les violations des
droits de I’homme, Observatorio Aragonés para el Sahara Occidental, Observatorio Asturiano de Derechos
Humanos para el Sdhara Occidental (OAPSO), Observatorio Saharaui por el Nifio y la Mujer, Observatorio
Saharaui de Proteccion del Nifio, Observatorio Saharaui de Recursos Naturales, 1514 Oltre il muro,
Organizacion Contra la Tortura en Dakhla, Organizacion Saharaui por la Defensa de las libertades y la dignidad,
Pallasos en Rebeldia y Festiclown, Paz y Cooperacion, Plataforma de Organizaciones Chile Mejor Sin TLC, Por
un Sahara Libre, Right Livelihood Foundation, Saharawi Advocacy Campaign, Saharawi Association for
Persons with Disabilities in Western Sahara, Saharawi Association in the USA (SAUSA), Saharawi Campaign
against the Plunder (SCAP), Saharawi Center for Media and Communication, Saharawi Media Team, Saharawi
Voice, Sandblast Arts, Schweizerishe Unterstiitzungskomitee fiir die Sahraouis, Sindacato Espafiol Comisiones
Obrearas (CCOOQ), Solidariedade Galega col Pobo Saharaui (SOGAPS), Stichting Zelfbeschikking West-Sahara,
Tayuch Amurio, The Icelandic Western Sahara Association, The Swedish Western Sahara Committee, TIRIS -
Associazione di Solidarieta con il Popolo Saharawi, Unién de Asociaciones Solidarias con el Sdhara de Castilla
y Leon, Union des Ingénieurs Sahraouis, Unidén de Juristas Saharauis (UJS), Unidon Nacional de Abogados
Saharauis, Union Nacional de Estudiantes de Saguia El Hamra y Rio de Oro (UESARIO), Unién Nacional de la
Juventud de Saguia El Hamra y Rio de Oro (UJSARIO), Unién Nacional de Mujeres Saharauis (UNMS), Union
Nacional de Trabajadores de Saguia El Hamra y Rio de Oro (UGTSARIO), Unién de Periodistas y Escritores
Saharauis (UPES), US Western Sahara Foundation, VZW de Vereniging van de Sahrawi Gemeenschap in
Belgie, Werken Rojo - Medio de comunicacion digital, Western Sahara Resource Watch Espafia (WSRW
Espafia), Western Sahara Times, World Barua Organization (WBO), World Peace Council.
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